
 

 

Animal WOFs Newsletter 

– April 2017 – 

 
 

Welcome to another Animal WOFs for Lifestyle Blocks newsletter. 

 
Each issue we are covering important animal health issues relevant for that time of 

year. Please feel free to give us feedback or ideas for the next issue, with any topics 

you would like to see covered. 

All our previous newsletters can be found on our website www.lhvc.co.nz, in the Animal WOFs 

section. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

In this issue: 
 

Animal Health Diary-Things to watch out for at 

this time of the year 

 

Drenching- what to use and how to monitor if 

all things are going well 
 



 

The Animal Health Diary 
Three major aspects to watch out for this Autumn: 

 

Facial Eczema Update: 

It has defiantly been a different season compared with last year for Facial 

Eczema. The spore counts have peeked to dangerous levels four weeks ago 

but this rain and cooler temperatures has meant that the spores numbers 

have reduced. Many of you who have treated with faceguard capsules at the 

start of the Facial eczema season will be due soon to re-bolus. So keep an 

eye on the spore count results in your area, or give us a call to have a 

discussion on whether or not to re-bolus. 

 

 

Vaccination Boosters: 

Now is the time to make sure that all of your young animals (lambs, kids and 

calves), are fully vaccinated with either 5in1 or 7in1. It is also time for all of 

your adult animals to have their yearly booster vaccinations. Give us a call to 

either book someone in to come out and help you with this or to order your 

vaccine for you to pick up. Just a reminder that any animals with unknown 

vaccination status or haven’t been vaccinated before will need an initial 

vaccination and then a follow up in 4-6 weeks’ time. 

 

Internal Parasites:  

At the moment we are experiencing ideal conditions for Barbers Pole. We 

have talked about this specific parasite in previous issues of the newsletter. 

Barbers Pole (Haemonchus contortus) can cause weight loss, scouring, 

weakness and anaemia (pale gums and around eyes). It is really important 

that you monitor all animals at this stage and drench young stock. For more 

information about drench recommendations see the following article. If you 

have any concerns or questions contact the farm team at the clinic anytime. 

 

Flies:  

There have been many flies around recently and they have been pestering a 

lot of animals. This can cause many problems for them including flystrike 

(most common in sheep). If you notice that flies are annoying your pets come 

in to the clinic to see the options for treatment. Dogs and horses can be 

treated with Buzzoff a pet safe fly spray, and sheep with Cyrex. 

 
 



Drenching 

There are so many drenches on the market that it makes it so hard to choose which one to 

use. When we should be drenching your animals, is often difficult to work out as well.  

How often you need to drench does have a lot to do with the stocking density of your 

property and the species of animals that you are running on your property but here are some 

rough guidelines that you can keep in mind when you are evaluating your drenching 

programme.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lambs should be drenched every 4 

weeks for 3 times (3 times over 12 

weeks) with a drench similar to 

‘First’ drench, beginning at weaning. 

A follow up drench should be carried 

out in autumn: March, April and then 

in May (making sure that they are 

drenched no closer than 4 weeks 

apart). This can also be the ‘First’ 

drench.  
 

 

Sheep should be drenched pre-

mating, around March, pre-lambing 

(about 2-4 weeks prior), and when 

the lambs are weaned (about 

November).  An ideal drench for this 

would be a drench similar to Matrix. 

It is very important that the drench 

that you choose covers barbers pole 

(Haemonchus contortus) and that 

the drench is at least a double 

active ingredient drench.  
 

 

Calves should be drenched for 3-6  

times from weaning from milk every 4-6 

weeks. Take care to make sure that there 

is at least 4 weeks in between drenches. 

There is two options with the types of 

drenches; either pour-on or an oral 

drench. Your decision should be made on 

your facilities and what you are happy to 

do. Both oral drenches and pour-on 

drenches work effectively if used 

correctly so either are a good options. 

Levamisole is the active ingredient that 

should be in all drenches that are 

administered to young animals up to  

     about 2 years old. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Cows should be drenched as needed. 

The key times to monitor if they 

need drenching are after calving, 

before mating and at dry off time. 

If your cows are not having calves 

you can monitor their body condition 

to make sure that they are 

maintaining good weight. 
 

Goats are often difficult to drench 

as they metabolise the drench 

quicker than other species of 

animals. It is best to either give us a 

call or come in and have a chat to us 

about drenching your goats. 
 

 

Pigs the most commonly drenching method 

that we use at LHVC is injectable drench. 

By using injectable drench you know that 

they receive the full dose that they are 

supposed to, as appose to an oral drench. 

Drenching can be carried out as needed 

depending on individual farms. Once or 

twice a year at the same time as 

vaccination maybe suffice for your pigs. 
 

The frequency of drenching Alpacas is dependent on how many alpacas and 

other species of animals you have on your property.  In general alpacas 

deficate in one area meaning that they do not ingest as many eggs as other 

species. If there are low numbers of alpacas drenching can be carried out 

twice a year. Faecal egg counts can be carried out to see if they need 

drenching more or less frequently. Crias often develop a significant worm 

burden around weaning so it is a good idea to drench the within 3 weeks of 

weaning. The most common drench we recommend for using is an injectable 

drench, either Dectomax or Ivomec. 
 

Horses are most commonly drenched with 

an oral paste. This should be carried out 

only when required to avoid resistance. 

You can submit a faecal sample to the 

clinic to monitor whether or not your 

horse needs drench. 



 

 

Faecal Egg Counts: 
In all cases it is a great idea to submit a faecal sample from your animals when you are 

thinking about drenching. Not only are you able to find out from this if your animal is 

burdened by internal parasites we can also identify the general species that is present. This 

is very helpful as not all drenches are effective against all internal parasites. This test is 

carried out in house, is fairly quick so you will get the results back the same day you submit 

the sample to the Levin clinic. When collecting the sample it is best to bring it to the clinic 

as soon as you can as the fresher the sample is the more accurate the results are. If you are 

submitting a sample make sure you have your name, the animal’s name, what species and how 

old your animal is. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Looking forward to see you at the clinic or at your place, 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashleigh, 
Levin & Horowhenua Vets 

518 Queen Street, Levin 

Ph: 06 368 2891 

Fax: 06 368 4003 

Email: animalwof@lhvc.co.nz 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheep 

 

Lambs should be drenched every 4 weeks for 3 times (3 times over 12 weeks) with a drench 

similar to ‘First’ drench, beginning at weaning. A follow up drench should be carried out in 

autumn: March, April and then in May (making sure that they are drenched no closer than 4 

weeks apart). This can also be the ‘First’ drench.  

 

Sheep should be drenched pre-mating, around March, pre-lambing (about 2-4 weeks prior), 

and when the lambs are weaned (about November).  An ideal drench for this would be a 

drench similar to Matrix. It is very important that the drench that you choose covers 

barbers pole (Haemonchus contortus) and that the drench is at least a double active 

ingredient drench.  

 

Calves should be drenched for 3-6 times from weaning from milk every 4-6 weeks. Take care 

to make sure that there is at least 4 weeks in between drenches. There is two options with 

the types of drenches; either pour-on or an oral drench. Your decision should be made on 

your facilities and what you are happy to do. Both oral drenches and pour-on drenches work 

effectively if used correctly so either are a good options. Levamisole is the active ingredient 

that should be in all drenches that are administered to young animals up to about 2 years old. 

 

Cows should be drenched as needed. The key times to monitor if they need drenching are 

after calving, before mating and at dry off time. If your cows are not having calves you can 

monitor their body condition to make sure that they are maintaining good weight. 

 

Goats are often difficult to drench as they metabolise the drench quicker than other 

species of animals. It is best to either give us a call or come in and have a chat to us about 

drenching your goats. 

 

Pigs the most commonly drenching method that we use at LHVC is injectable drench. By using 

injectable drench you know that they receive the full dose that they are supposed to, as 

appose to an oral drench. Drenching can be carried out as needed depending on individual 

farms. Once or twice a year at the same time as vaccination maybe suffice for your pigs. 

 

The frequency of drenching Alpacas is dependent on how many alpacas and other species of 

animals you have on your property.  In general alpacas deficate in one area meaning that they 

do not ingest as many eggs as other species. If there are low numbers of alpacas drenching 

can be carried out twice a year. Faecal egg counts can be carried out to see if they need 

drenching more or less frequently. Crias often develop a significant worm burden around 



weaning so it is a good idea to drench the within 3 weeks of weaning. The most common 

drench we recommend for using is an injectable drench, either Dectomax or Ivomec. 

 

Faecal Egg Counts: 
In all cases it is a great idea to submit a faecal sample from your animals when you are 

thinking about drenching. Not only are you able to find out from this if your animal is 

burdened by internal parasites we can also identify the species that is present. This is very 

helpful as not all drenches are effective against all internal parasites. This test is carried 

out in house, is fairly quick so you will get the results back the same day you submit the 

sample to the Levin clinic. When collecting the sample it is best to bring it to the clinic as 

soon as you can as the fresher the sample is the more accurate the results are. If you are 

submitting a sample make sure you have your name, the animal’s name, what species and how 

old your animal is. 

 
 

 

Looking forward to see you at the clinic or at your place, 

 
 

 

Levin & Horowhenua Vets 

518 Queen Street, Levin 

Ph: 06 368 2891 

Fax: 06 368 4003 

Email: animalwof@lhvc.co.nz 

Ashleigh, 


